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WASHINGTON, D.C.-- They reached
opposite conclusions about whether the
United States should go to war against
Irag. They both visited Baghdad after
Saddam Hussein was toppled, and what
they saw didn't shake them from their
original positions.

P ENJOY WORK. READ JOBS.
Now, as the United States prepares to hand
over the governing of Iraq to Iragis,
Democratic Rep. Betty McCollum and
Republican Rep. John Kline hold sharply
different views about Iraq's future, and the
U.S. rolein the country.
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The basic idea about the Iraq war wasto
remove Saddam Hussein, establish democracy and go home. How do you think the United States
isdoing in meeting its goals?

Press Brake - Juno Inc

Production

McCollum: | don't think we're meeting those goals at all. We did remove Saddam from power, but Maintenance

we have not established ademocracy in Irag. ... The basic premise of going to war was weapons
of mass destruction, that the U.S. was under possible attack from Irag, and there was alink
between Al-Qaida and Sept. 11, and all of those have proven to be false.

Kline: The military operation in Irag was more than just about removing Saddam Hussein and
establishing democracy. It was to prosecute the larger global war on terror. | think the president
made very clear after he talked to us after Sept. 11, 2001, that this was going to be along war. ...
So in meeting the goal of prosecuting the enemy -- and holding those nations that support, harbor
and train terrorists equally responsible -- | think we're doing pretty well. We have killed and
captured an awful lot of people. Certainly it was the abjective to remove Saddam Hussein from
power, and certainly that's been done. Bringing democracy, we're making remarkable progress.

Do we need to ratchet down our original expectations about establishing an Iragi democracy?

McCollum: | think the president has a very lofty goa of establishing democracy in Irag. On June
30, Irag is not ademocracy, and it will not be fully sovereign ...[because] it is not a government
that can support itself. ... Our origina reason for going to war was not to establish a democracy.
Now that we are there, we have to have realistic goals for when our troops are going to come
home -- in other words, an exit strategy.

Kline: | don't think so. That's exactly what we're going to establish is an Iragi democracy. That's
different very probably from an American democracy, or a British demaocracy. But the will of the
people will be determined through elections. What form it is going to be, arepublic, or a pure
democracy, we don't know right now.

If Iragis choose a theocracy that imposes Islamic law in the country, could the United States live
with that, or should it intercede to force a democratic government more in line with our own?

http://www startribune.com/stories/484/4849545.html (1 of 3)6/28/2004 8:30:58 AM

Mechanic - Anamax

Accounting - Spherion

Caretaker - Gassen
Companies

Sales- Analog
Technologies Corp

Sales - Bluegreen Corp
Nursing - Asap Staffing
Quality Assurance

Anayst Il - Midwest
Wireless Comm

Administrative -
Weber Shandwick
I nternational

Planning - Scott
County / Employee
Relati


http://www.startribune.com/
http://www.startribune.com/
http://www.startribune.com/freetime
http://www.startribune.com/travel
http://www.startribune.com/shopping
http://www.startribune.com/cars
http://www.startribune.com/homes
http://www.startribune.com/jobs
http://www.startribune.com/metro
http://www.startribune.com/nationworld
http://www.startribune.com/politics
http://www.startribune.com/business
http://www.startribune.com/sports
http://www.startribune.com/variety
http://www.startribune.com/opinion
http://www.startribune.com/fungames
http://www.startribune.com/talk
http://www.startribune.com/classifieds
http://24hour.startribune.com/login/membercenter
http://24hour.startribune.com/register-bin/signup.pl.cgi?mode=logout
http://www.startribune.com/stories/484
http://www.startribune.com/health
http://www.startribune.com/terror
http://www.startribune.com/stories/1762/
http://www.startribune.com/images/17/
http://www.startribune.com/technology
http://www.startribune.com/news2go
http://www.startribune.com/stories/1608
http://www.startribune.com/archives/
http://www.startribune.com/corrections
http://www.startribune.com/reprints
http://www.startribune.com/projects/
http://www.startribune.com/stories/721
http://www.startribune.com/stories/722
http://www.startribune.com/dynamic/feedback/form.php?category=News%20News%20Content
http://www.startribune.com/dynamic/feedback/form.php?category=Advertising%20Comments&tech=yes
http://www.startribune.com/feedback
http://ads.nandomedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.startribune.com/natworld/1264123983/Button20/StarTribune/Jobs_Promo_0524-0630_bigad/jobspromo_0520_bigv.html/38393132666632393430303831613030
http://www.startribune.com/viewers/email_article.php?story=4849545
http://www.startribune.com/viewers/email_article.php?story=4849545
aim://goim?message=check+this+story+out//www.startribune.com/stories/484/4849545
aim://goim?message=check+this+story+out//www.startribune.com/stories/484/4849545
http://www.startribune.com/viewers/story.php?template=print_a&story=4849545
http://www.startribune.com/viewers/story.php?template=print_a&story=4849545
http://www.startribune.com/stories/776/3070885.html
http://www.startribune.com/stories/776/3070885.html
http://www.startribune.com/stories/776/3070885.html
http://www.startribune.com/search
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3528766','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3589797','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3589797','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3589797','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3587323','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3513282','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3589509','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3589621','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3540419','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3522910','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3522910','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3590785','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')
javascript:MM_openBrTJWindow('http://www.startribune.com/working/topjobs/topjob.php?ad=3585169','','width=516,height=300,scrollbars=yes,resizable,status')

Reflections from across the aisle

contact info

McCollum: If the Iragiis choose Ilamic law, that will be Iragis choice. They need to bein control Mechanic - City Of

of their own government, their own sovereignty and their own security. The United States should Edina

not be setting itself up for the next generation to be providing security, economic aid and a

shadow government. So if we're serious about Iragi sovereignty, then Iragis need to bein charge. Regulatory - Boston
Scientific

Kline: | think we could not live with the Taliban essentially moving from Afghanistan into Irag.

To me, that would be afailure. | don't think that's likely to happen. Iraq has been more secular Printing - Dolan

than Afghanistan. ... | just don't think it's likely that there would be amove to reestablish the Printing

Taliban.

Nursing - U Of Wisc-

With athree-way power struggle between the Shiites, Sunnis and Kurds -- with Saddam loyalists Eau Claire

thrown in asawild card -- how do you rate the chances of avoiding civil war and achieving long-
A -

term stability in Irag? Technician - Maytag

McCollum: | have to tell you, we've put in place a government that cannot support itself. So will it il i i

lead to civil war? Possibly. ... | think the Iragi people want peace for themselves and their Social Service - Rise

families. Here again, we have to create a partnership with other countries, in order to give the Incorporated

Iragisthe time they need. We haveto find away to allow the Iragis to come together and build a _

government that is sustainable, so that they do not have an outbreak of civil war. We createda ~ Environmental Health -

vacuum when we went in there and began awar that was our choice. Eaton Corporation

Kline: Actually, | rate the chances pretty high of avoiding acivil war. It's my understanding ... that Socia Services -
therereally isasensein Irag of being Iraqi. Yes, there are the distinctions that you outlined. You \Wayside House
would think the Kurds would be the most problematic, because they're geographically isolated

largely in the north, and there's been an effort on their part for generations to have an independent phgrmacist - Fairview
Kurdistan. Having said that, though, they seem to be working together well now, and they -
understand that their future lies in a combined Irag, with its enormous potential for wealth, oil,

agriculture and water. Maintenance

Assistant - Vicksburg
Do you think the war in Iraq and the toppling of Saddam has made America safer? Village

View All TopJobs

McCollum: No, because we have expanded the war on terrorism. ...The threat to Americawas Al-
Qaida, and Al-Qaidawas in Afghanistan primarily. The war in Irag has taken resources away from
the war on terrorism. North Korea continues to be a threat, and they do have weapons of mass Browse more ads:
destruction. Irag isin afragile state, and we do know that terrorists are now coming to Irag. ...
We've removed one dictator, but that wasn't the original reason we went to war. Now we have Classifieds
spread our resources very thin.

Homes
Kline: Yes, | do. It's recognized by everybody, on both sides. ... Everybody in the civilized world
understands that Saddam Hussein is areally bad guy. He's a mass murderer, torturer, onascale  Rentals
that's hard for us to envision. But more than that, if you're prosecuting a global war on terror, -
going after them where you can find them, well, there's a concentration now. Iraq isthe focal point
in theworld in the war on terror. So we're able to hunt them there and concentrate, and that's a
good thing. It does make us safer.

Shopping

Considering the costs to the United States -- both in treasury and life -- do you think it has been
worth it?

McCollum: Here again, the reason we were told we were going to war was that the United States
was in imminent danger. We were not. We were misled. Billions of dollars have gone into no-bid
contracts. There islittle accountability to taxpayers for reconstruction projects. So do | think it
was a good idea that we went into this war by choice? No.

Kline: Absolutely. You don't like to lose one life. But we were all going about our business on
Sept. 11, 2001, and we were attacked. War was brought to us. Thousands died. It should have
convinced all of usthat we were at war, and that they were going to come after us. So you haveto
keep it in that context, of how we're going to fight this war, with the money we've spent and
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casualties we've suffered in Afghanistan, Irag, the Horn of Africaand other places. It's much
better than fighting it here.

Who will hold real power in Iraq after June 30, the new Iragi government or the U.S. military?

McCollum: Our government and the coalition forces have told the world that the Iragis will have
sovereignty on June 30. But they still don't have away to provide the security they need to go
forward. This should be a partnership between the Iragi government, the Iragi military, the Iragi
police and the coalition. The American military, asfar as|'ve been told, is not going to bein
charge.

Kline: The way we're structuring it, it will be the new Iragi government. However, we have an
extremely powerful military force over there, and I'm sure that will be viewed by many in the
world as 'the power.' Because that's how they view power. ... But that's not how this country
works. We want to have the Iragis take over. ... Ambassador [John] Negroponte comesin asthe U.
S. ambassador. He will be the head of a country team. Now admittedly alarge country team,
because you've got the [U.S. military's] Central Command in there. But the Iragis will have the
power, and we will insist onit.

How long do you expect significant numbers of U.S. troops to be stationed in Iraq?

McCollum: The Bush administration has presented no exit strategy. And our soldiers, who keep
having their stays extended, deserve to know when they can expect to come home. Americans also
need to know when we will stop carrying the full burden in Irag. Because right now we're carrying
the military burden and the financial burden.

Kline: | would expect it would be years. Certainly we'll have aformal presence there until after we
have the elected government, which won't be until 2005. | shudder to bring this up, but if you look
at Bosniaand Kosovo, it's eight years or so we've been there now. We were 60 yearsin Japan and
Germany, 50 years in South Korea. I'm not projecting it will be decades like that. But | would
suspect it will be quite sometime ... a couple of years, at least.

Kevin Diazis at kdiaz@mcclatchydc.com
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